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vocational and industrial training have little contact with the educational system
and are therefore largely infructuoas.
object of a university misunderstood
Many of the university and colleges show marked improvements in their methods
of teaching and in the amount of original work which they have produced and in
some of them there is undoubtedly a better training for corpoiate life than formerly.
But the theory that a university exist mainly, if not solely, to pass students through
examination still finds too large acceptance in India ; and we wish that there were
more signs that the universities regarded the training of broad-minded, tolerant and
self-reliant citizens as one of their priimry functions. They have been hampered
in their work by being overcrowded with students who are not fitted by capacity for
university education and of whom many would be far more likely, to succeed in
other careers.
We have no doubt that more and more money will be gladly voted for education
by the legislatures of India but the improvement and expansion of education do not
depend merely on money. Money is no doubt essential, but even more essential is
a well-directed policy carried out by effective and competent agencies determined to
eliminate waste of all kinds. At almost every point that organization needs re-
consideration and strengthening ; and the relations of the bodies responsible for the
organization of education need readjustment.
position of the govt. of india
We are of opinion that the divorce of the Government of India from education
has been unfortunate ; and holding as we do that education is essentially a national
service we are of opinion that steps should be taken to consider anew the relation of
the Central Government with this subject.
We have suggested that the Government of India should serve as a centre of
educational information for the whole of India and as a means of co-ordinating the
educational experience of the different provinces. But we regard the duties of tne
Central Government as going beyond that. We cannot accept the view that it should
be entirely relieved of all responsibility for the attainment of universal primary
education. It may be that some of the provinces in spite of all efforts will be unable
to provide the funds necessary for that purpose, and the Government of India should
therefore be constitutionally enabled to make good such financial deficiencies in the
interests of India as a whole.
position of ministers
We have not suggested, nor do we suggest, that the reponsibilities of Ministers
in the provinces should be reduced. On the contrary, we are of opinion that they
have been reduced too much already by <i devolution on local bodies which has taken
the control of primary education to a large extent out of their hands, with unfortunate
results. The relations between Provincial Governments and local bodies demand
further consideration and adjustment.
The formation of an educated electorate is a matter for the nation. Under recent
legislation, powers have been devolved on local bodies in such a way that the
Ministers responsible to the legislatures have no effective control of the expenditure
of money voted for mass education ; and in some cases, owing to inadequate inspec-
tion, they have little information as to the results of that expenditure.
It is clear that the new factor of Ministerial responsibility has not been taken
sufficiently into account.
The Directors of Public Instruction have been loyal and enthusiastic but they are
grappling with immense responsibilities without sufficient support The headquarter
staffs of provinces should be largely increased so that important schemes of develop-
ment may be considered with greater care and the ordinary work of education
supervised more effectively. An increase in the inspecting staffs should lead to
economy and not to extravagance. The reconstitution of the provincial educational
services can suffer no further delay,

